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BHOPAL : With Assembly elections due in Madhya Pradesh in November, senior
Congress leader Ajay Singh wants the party to distribute tickets to the candidates
well in advance.
“Yes, party candidates in Madhya Pradesh should be declared in advance...much
before the polls, as elections are due in November 2013”, Ajay said, when asked
whether party candidates should be declared much earlier to avoid last minute
confusion that leads to infighting among aspirants.
“It will be in the interest of the party to declare the candidates well in advance as
this will also give them sufficient time for campaigning”, said Ajay, the Leader of
Opposition in State Assembly. The Congress leader also said that the selection
of candidates should be made by taking into account the winnability factor.
Corruption, problems of power, roads and law and order will be the major issues
during the Assembly polls as the BJP government, specially its Home Minister
Uma Shankar Gupta, has “failed” in controlling the rising crime graph in the

state, he said.
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Bankura : Blood continues to be spilt in West Bengal amid ceasefire offers and
counteroffers by the Centre and CPI (Maoist). Rabilochan Mitra, Inspector-in-Charge
of Sarenga Police Station in Bankura, was shot dead by Maoists on Wednesday
night. This is the first instance of a police officer of the rank of inspector being killed
by Maoists in West Bengal after Centre-State combined forces were pressed into
service in the state on June 18, 2009. The clash ensued after Maoists attacked the
residence of Tarashankar Patra, a local CPI (M) leader. Patra was shot in the leg. The
Sarenga police station is close to Patra’s residence. After getting a phone call about
the attack Mitra reached Patra’s residence and engaged the Maoists in a fight. Initially,
the Maoists retreated. But they retaliated and a bullet hit Mitra in his chest. Police
claim to have gunned down a Maoist called Jannath Duley. One rebel is injured and
has been admitted to the hospital. Patra, too, is in hospital and is being treated for
bullet injury. Bankura is one of the three  districts of Bengal that are dominated by
Maoists. The other two being  West Midnapore and Purulia. The West Bengal
administration has decided to expand the list of Maoist-affected police stations to 28
from 21 in these three districts. The seven stations added to the list is supposed to
get a company of state armed police by next week.
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